It is my pleasure to bear a witness to the release of a study which is a uni-
que contribution to increased awareness of the importance of women’s rights issues in
the Czech Republic in this period of transition to a democratic system and market eco-
nomy. Many fundamental changes that have occured in the political and economic
life of this country over recent years have influenced the role of women, their ideas
about their place in society as well as their own efforts to put these ideas into practice.

I am particularly pleased to see that this publication offers a comparative analysis of
women’s rights from the perspective of Czech legal regulations and international legal
instruments. This is highly important now that the Czech Republic has joined the
O.E. C. D. and is seeing accession to the European Union.

It is always exciting to witness the birth of something valuable. So, it is without any
exaggeration that I am proud to see further evidence of fruitful cooperation between
Czech and Canadian experts, this time in the area of women’s rights, an inseparable
part od good governance practices in a democratic society.

Alain Dudoit,
Ambassador for Canada to the Czech Republic
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Je mi potéSenim byt svédkem zrodu studie, ktera je vyznamnym ptispév-
kem ke stile rostoucimu uvédomovani si problematiky prav Zen v Ceské republice
v tomto obdobi pfechodu k demokratickému systému a trzni ekonomice. Zasadni
zmény, k nimz v poslednich letech doslo v politickém a ekonomickém Zivoté zemé,
ovlivnily dlohu Zen, jejich ideji o svém misté ve spoleénosti i jejich snahy uvést tyto
ideje do praxe.

Jsem zvlasté potéSen tim, Ze studie zahrnuje 1 srovnavaci analyzu prav Zen z hledis-
ka perspektiv Ceského pravniho systému a pislusnych mezinarodnich pravnich in-
strumentd. To je velmi vyznamné zvlasté v soutasné etapé, kdy se Ceska republika sta-
la ¢lenem OECD a uchazi se o ptijeti do Evropské unie.

Je vidy vzrusujici byt u vzniku nééeho hodnotného. TakzZe bez nadsizky mohu Hi-
ci, ze s hrdosti konstatuji dal$i rozvoj spoluprice ¢eskych a kanadskych expertd, ten-
tokrate v oblasti prav Zen, které jsou neoddélitelnou soudasti dobré vladni spravy de-
mobkratické spole¢nosti.

Alain Dudoit,
mimo¥adny a zplnomocnény velvyslanec Kanady v Ceské republice



