Figure 3: Cemetery of Grof} Pasken/Paski Wielkie, 2017
Author: Sabine Grabowski

The history of the lost villages is all but unknown to Masuria’s current inhabitants. As
a consequence of World War I1, the expulsion of the Germans and the forced resettlement
of Poles and Ukrainians coming from formerly eastern Polish territory that is today part
of Russia, there was an almost complete turnover of the population in the former Ger-
man province of East Prussia. These “new Masurians” had no relationship with the land-
scape, the area’s cultural heritage or the history of the region.33 There were bitter feelings
towards everything German as a consequence of the brutal German war of extermination,
and the political attitude of the region’s new Polish rulers aimed to destroy all traces of
German settlement. This resulted in the legal liquidation of old cemeteries and the re-use
of their gravestones.3* Shattered gravestones and plaques used as tables or flooring are
no rarity in the region today.

33 Dominik Krysiak, Warmia i Mazury w latach 1945-1950. Ksztaltowanie sig stosunkéw politycznych
i narodowosciowych (Olsztyn, Bialystok: Instytut Pamieci Narodowej, 2013).

34 Wiktor Knercer, “glady naziemi — cmentarze,” in Nekropolie Warmii i Mazur, ed. Wiktor Knercer
and Beata Waclawik (Olsztyn: Zaklad Poligraficzny “Sprecograf,” 2016), 11-12.
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The political and social frame for dealing with the cultural heritage of the old Masur-
ians changed along with the democratic changes of the 1990s. Local initiatives were
started to preserve the cultural heritage of the region, which included preserving relics
and researching historical relationships. Their participants were interested in exploring
the roots of their home region and in preventing further decay of its cultural heritage.
The various projects differed from each other in their approaches according to local con-
ditions and the historical objects with which they were dealing. In the Johannisburger
Heide, the “Sadyba Mazury” initiative was founded, which attempts to research and docu-
ment the history of the lost villages and their cemeteries, and at the same time provide an
experience of them for younger generations.3* The chairman of the association, Krzysz-
tof A. Worobiec, was inspired by reading the two-volume novel Die Jeromin-Kinder by
the Masurian author Ernst Wiechert, which was published in 1945-1947.3¢ In his work,
Wiechert tells the story of the Jeromin family from Sowirog/Sowir6g on Lake Niedersee/
Jezioro Nidzkie. His detailed, precise depiction of the modest everyday life of a charcoal
burner and his children among the forests and lakes fascinated Worobiec, a local histori-
an. It made him look for traces of the actual village that served as the model for the one
in the literary story. However, Sowirdg today is nothing more than a name on a map. The
village itself has disappeared and only its cemetery can still be found. From Worobiec’s
search for Sowirog there developed a project to locate the lost villages of Johannisburger
Heide, write down their history,?” and make their cemeteries visible again. Furthermore,
through international workshops for young adults and classes in the local schools, the
public was informed about the historical context, supporting a new regional awareness.
Since 2009, Sadyba Mazury has already conducted five international work camps, in the
course of which ten overgrown cemeteries have been cleared and provided with fenc-
ing and information signs, in cooperation with the local forestry institution. This small
Masurian association is supported by the foundation Borussia/Fundacja Borussia from
Olsztyn which runs a variety of projects connected to the cultural heritage of the region.33
Since 2017 the foundation Gerhart-Hauptmann-Haus/Deutsch-osteuropdisches Forum
in Diisseldorf has joined as another project partner.3?

In the context of this German-Polish cooperation, students of history at Heinrich
Heine University, Diisseldorf, are brought into contact with students of landscape archi-
tecture at the University of Warmia and Mazury/Uniwersytet Warminsko-Mazurski in
Olsztyn. Together they discuss the history of the lost villages from the point of view of
their respective disciplines. They take trips to Masuria, as part of which the German stu-
dents visit the archives where material about the history of Masuria is to be found. First

35 Homepage of the association, Stowarzyszenie na Rzecz Ochrony Krajobrazu Kulturowego Mazur
“Sadyba,” https://sadybamazurywordpress.com.

36 Ernst Wiechert, Die Jeromin-Kinder, 2 Vol. (Miinchen: Zinnen-Verlag, 1945-1947).

37 Krzysztof A. Worobiec, Zagubione wioski Puszczy Piskiej. Nieznana historia mazurskiego pograni-
cza (Olsztyn: Borussia, 2018).

38 Fundacja Borussia Olsztyn, http://www.borussia.pl.

39 Gerhart-Hauptmann-Haus - Deutsch-osteuropéisches Forum, http://www.g-h-h.de.
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among these archives is the Geheimes Staatsarchiv Preuflischer Kulturbesitz (GStAPK)
in Berlin-Dahlem. There the future historians are given access to the files of the Prussian
authorities up to 1945. Among these are files of the Ministries of Interior, Agriculture, and
Culture, and correspondence of the Prefecture of Konigsberg and the regional authori-
ties of Gumbinnen and Allenstein, which had authority over Masuria. At the same time,
files from the early modern age, such as the Generalhufenschoss (Prussian tax files from
the eighteenth century) must be examined, as well as the files of the Teutonic Order, of
course. Most of the local foundations in Masuria resulted from the activities of the Teu-
tonic Order in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The medieval grants of privileges,
names, and information about acreages are found in the archives of the Order in Ber-
lin-Dahlem. For future historians, a visit to the GStAPK is often their first contact with
an archive. The students learn how to use an archive and are confronted with original
sources. Such an encounter is not without difficulty, because the manuscripts are not
easy to decipher - they are written in the medieval clerical script, in German cursive or
in Siitterlin script.

Another station the students visit on their research trip is the Archiwum Paristwowe
w Olsztynie (the State Archive in Allenstein, APO). Apart from the files of the prefecture
and the regional authority, remnants of district files and above all the land registers of the
villages are to be found there. Assessing them has proven to be very valuable for analyzing
the social structures of the lost villages. Here we find records of real estate sales, marriag-
es, and inheritances through which the social structure of the villages can be understood.
The students are challenged by looking through the sometimes voluminous material,
while at the same time they must decide what is of significance for reconstructing the
history of a certain village.

The German historians are assisted by students of landscape architecture from Olsz-
tyn in these activities. German and Polish students meet for the first time in Olsztyn. They
get to know each other and get first impressions of their counterparts’ research work and
fields of study. Whereas the historians are fascinated by the contracts they find among the
files, the future landscape architects are rather more interested in the maps that some-
times accompany the contracts.

After this first meeting, the focus turns to joint fieldwork. From Olsztyn, the group
moves on to Pisz/Johannisburg, where they are accommodated during the work camp.
The district town of Johannisburg, founded as Jansbork by the Teutonic Order in 1346,
was the administrative and economic center of the Johannisburger Heide until 1945.40
The town forms the base from which the lost villages of the Heide are explored. The 2017
work camp focused on making the cemeteries in the former villages of Grof8 Pasken/
Paski Wielkie and Klein Pasken/Paski Male visible again. In 2018 the camp focused its
attention on the villages of Wilken/Wilki and Niedzwedzen/Reinersdorf/Niedzwiedzi.
In 2019, the focus will be on the village of Dziadowen/Konigstal/Dziadowo. In the course
of their work on the cemeteries, the students clear the overgrown graves of moss and

40 Wydra, Der Kreis Johannisburg.
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Figure 4: Students working on the cemetery of Wilken/Wilki, 2018
Author: Sabine Grabowski
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scrub, repair the curbs around graves, and decipher inscriptions. Assisted by the Office
of the Head Forester at Pisz, trees that have grown up on the graves are felled. The future
landscape architects take on the task of measuring, documenting and inventorying the
graves that are uncovered. Based on their findings, they produce detailed maps of the
cemeteries. Meanwhile, the historians check to see if the names on the gravestones match
those on their documents, in order to reconstruct the biographies of individual people.
They are not always successful, but sometimes they discover impressive stories that shed
light on the fates of the lost villages. The results the German and Polish students jointly
produce are summed up in a final presentation and are preserved in a written document.

When they clear the forest, the students are helped by students from the local lyce-
um*! in the area. First, the local young people take part in introductory lectures about
the project, to learn about the historical framework of the founding and destruction of
the lost villages. They then participate in practical work at the sites. They have the task
of ensuring the cemeteries will be maintained in the future and will not be overgrown
again. In that way they take responsibility for the survival of the cultural heritage of their
home region.

The balance after two projects of this kind of work is definitely positive. All partici-
pants praised the practical experience they gained by taking part in the work camps. The
combination of subject-specific, practical work and physical effort to clear the forest was
very much welcomed by the students from both disciplines. Both sides were of the opin-
ion that the insights they gained were very fruitful. The knowledge the students obtained
about the region of Masuria and its historical connections led to lively debates among
the group, and a desire for future cooperation. They are looking forward to a visit by the
Polish participants to Diisseldorf and preparing a traveling exhibition.

Cooperation with the students from the local lyceum is just as important. The young
people are educated by dealing with their immediate environment and becoming aware
of the multi-faceted cultural heritage of their own home region. A certain degree of alien-
ation toward the region is still felt by the grandparents of today’s younger generation.
Some of their elders were forced to migrate to the region, but young people born in the
2000s are not put off by that. However, they are not very aware of the events that made
the fate of their home region a hotly debated issue between German and Poles in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Their awareness must first be raised and the context
must be explained, so that they can relate the history of the region to their own family
histories. The personal commitment of the students to repairing the cemeteries supports
their respect for the burial places as well as the people buried there. Their respect for the
past will contribute to preventing future vandalism at the cemeteries and strengthen their
interest in their common cultural heritage.

In order to communicate the significance of the old cemeteries to the broader public,
the Sadyba Mazury initiative has started to place information signs in German and Polish
atrelevant places in the Johannisburger Heide to inform visitors about the former villages

41 T Liceum Ogdlnoksztalcace w Piszu im. Bojownikow o Polsko$¢ Mazur, http://www.zso.pisz.pl.
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and the burial places. These signs are located along an extensive network of cycling paths
which are based on old cart tracks through the forest between the lost villages. They
improve the tourism infrastructure in what is today a popular holiday region.*?

Beyond all this, what has resulted from the two work camps of this German-Polish
cemetery project when it comes to preserving the history of the disappeared Masurian
villages?

The design of the project, with its different participants and contact partners, allows
its results to be presented in several different ways. On the one hand, there is the pub-
lication of scholarly papers,* on the other hand the results are briefly presented on the
local information signs.** Finally, they will be presented in a documentary film about the
2017 work camp.*® Presentations in other media formats, such as short films that can be
downloaded with the help of a QR-code on the information signboards and a bilingual
traveling exhibition, are already in preparation.

Micro-studies of individual villages and their inhabitants allow for development
of a basis for comparison of the social and economic structures of various parts of the
district. Furthermore, the analysis of the structure of property ownership, drawing on
additional material from the Lastenausgleichsarchiv (Equalization of Burdens Archives)
where reports on property at the end of the Second World War are to be found, allows for
assessment and augmentation of the results gained elsewhere. With the help of individual
family histories, it is possible to make detailed statements about how events at the mac-
ro-level influenced the deeply interwoven social and economic structure of the Masurian
population. Based on the results of the two work camps in 2017 and 2018, it can be stated,
for example, that there was a significant difference in the level of economic development
between the villages of Klein Pasken and Grof$ Pasken on the one hand and the villages of
Wilken and Niedzwedzen on the other. The latter villages were physically much closer to
the district capital of Johannisburg. Not least, this difference can be noticed in their cem-
eteries. The higher quality of the grave decorations in Wilken and Niedzwedzen reflects
the economic prosperity of those settlements.

The individual family histories investigated in the course of the research work con-
tribute to a better understanding of general trends. To begin with, the language in which
property and inheritance contracts and their amendments are written demonstrates the
language most frequently spoken by individuals - or which they felt safe to use when

42 Tourist map titled Z nurtem Pisy przez Puszcze Piskg — sladami przyrody i historii (Pisz: Fundacja
Ekonomii Spotecznej Wskazdwka, 2018).

43 Andreas Gottmann et al., “Pasken - die Geschichte eines verlorenen Dorfes in Masuren. Paski —
Historia zaginionej wsi na Mazurach,” in Znad Pisy. Wydawnictwo poswigcone Ziemi Piskiej 25
(2019), 111-135.

4 See a photo of a board presenting the cemetery in Sowirdg, https://sadybamazury.wordpress
.com/i-edycja-2009/#jp-carousel-2059.

45 Daniel Raboldt, Im Riicken der Geschichte, 2017, documentary, 0:36:00. For more information
on the film, see http://www.nocturnus-film.de/home/projekte/im-ruecken-der-geschichte
-dokumentarfilm.
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it came to negotiating contracts — at different times. This allows us to learn the ways in
which each respective generation perceived itself. For example, we learn that a particular
woman spoke only Masurian all her life; however, her children had the inscription on her
gravestone carved in German. She herself would not have been able to read it.*0

Assessing more cemeteries of the lost villages during future German-Polish work
camps will enlarge the database for comparing dates, economic information and family
histories. The information the students gather will help us to gain a more differentiated
idea of the common cultural heritage of this European border region.

Sabine Grabowski
doi: 10.14712/23363231.2020.5

46 Gottmann et al., Pasken — die Geschichte, 127.
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Yury Fedorov, Hybrid War a la Russe. Kyiv: Center for Army, Conversion and Disarmament
Studies, 2016. 160 pages. ISBN 978-966-159-066-8

Yury Fedorov is an independent Russian expert specializing in international secu-
rity and Russia’s military affairs. Prior to moving to Europe, he worked as professor
at the Moscow State Institute of International Relations and was a researcher with the
Russian Academy of Sciences’ Institute for USA and Canadian Studies. Later, he served
as research fellow at The Royal Institute of International Affairs in London. As a free-
lance commentator, he regularly contributes to the RFE/RL Russian Service. Fedor-
ov has published extensively on Russian foreign and security policy, arms control, and
U.S.-Russia relations. In this book he provides a timely account of Russia’s latest war on
Ukraine.

In its endeavor to deconstruct what Russian elites call the new generation war-
fare - commonly referred to as “hybrid warfare” in the West — Fedorov’s book is struc-
tured in three main parts, each of them analyzing a specific facet of this new kind of war.
The first part of the book discusses Russia’s aggression against Ukraine in its narrowest
sense. It focuses on practical rather than theoretical aspects of Russia’s strategy, such as
what motivates Russian policy towards Ukraine and what the constituent elements of its
strategy are. When analyzing the ingredients in the imperialist recipe for the main dish
served up in top Russian circles and to Russian society at large, the author identifies two
core elements — megalomania (Russia “rising from its knees”) and paranoia (the West as
an inevitable, implacable enemy). These elements shape both Russia’s geopolitical dis-
course and foreign policy. Fedorov argues that Russia’s egregious international behavior
is characterized not only by a grandiose project of imperial revival devised by President
Vladimir Putin and outright hostility towards Western engagement with the post-Soviet
(read, “Russian”) space, but also by a mind-set that is governed by a distorted vision of
the Russian-Ukrainian relationship and of Russia itself. Both visions, Fedorov says, have
very deep roots.

Fedorov analyzes in detail this prevailing Russian mind-set. Amongst the elements
of this mentality are the myths of a “triune Russian nation” and a “single Russian people.”
There are also broader, but still biased historical narratives that are the ideological foun-
dations of Russia’s imperial projects. Within this framework, Ukraine undeniably plays
a crucial role. Its absence from the Russian fold makes the restoration of the Russian
empire impossible. The scenario of Ukraine’s integration within Euro-Atlantic structures
would amount to nothing less than a major defeat for the Kremlin, and seriously threaten
the end of Putin and his personalized rule.

Next, Fedorov drills down into the concept of hybrid warfare, which he understands
as a “mix of conventional military operations with non-military methods of destabili-
zation, corrosion and destruction of an opponent” (p. 8). These tactics are an amal-
gam of techniques that include, among others, economic pressure, subversion, and
massive propaganda campaigns, all of which have been brought to bear on Ukraine.
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A substantial number of pages in the first part of the book is devoted to the genesis
and evolution of Russia’s military campaign against Ukraine. That campaign involves
the creation of highly complex “hybrid forces” whose composition the author care-
fully examines. Although it is accompanied by preparations for conventional conflict,
hybrid warfare appears to the Kremlin as the most cost-efficient, and to a certain extent,
the most safely covert strategy. It guides Russia’s effort to destroy Ukraine’s indepen-
dence. One of the main arguments of the author is that the prolonged prior planning
of this scenario in Ukraine by Russia’s top circles was simply awaiting a pretext in order
to trigger its full-scale implementation. The trigger was pulled when Yanukovych’s
regime was overthrown. Russia’s successful annexation of Crimea was not necessarily
attributable to the genius of the Russian military, but rather to the chaos that ensued
in the vacuum created by Yanukovych’s ouster from power. That success however was
followed by the failure of the Kremlin’s overly ambitious Novorossiya project. The
Kremlin has been unable to sustain a large-scale invasion of Ukraine, and it also fac-
es the inconvenient reality of a population in south-east Ukraine that is not so willing
as it should be to stage a widespread popular uprising. This adds to Russia’s even big-
ger failure in securing a friendly government in Kyiv, one that will adhere to Russian
dictates.

The Kremlin is advancing and actively pursuing its foreign policy goals by fomenting
and perpetuating turmoil in Eastern Ukraine that would impede the proper functioning
of the entire Ukrainian state. It is relying, on the one hand, upon its ties with extremist
and ultra-nationalist parties and organizations all across Europe, which often are anti-es-
tablishment and Eurosceptic. On the other hand, it is banking on its powerful foreign
propaganda apparatus. Fedorov analyzes these two tools of Russian foreign policy in the
second and third parts of the book. He points out that Russia’s actual success in engaging
European entities to benefit its own interests has been rather modest. First of all, the
Kremlin has thus far failed to co-opt the political mainstream in Europe, because the
annexation of Crimea substantially damaged its relations with other European nations.
Secondly, its attempt to create an ambitious, integrated network of right-wing conser-
vative forces that could facilitate a rapprochement between the European and Russian
elites has ended in a fiasco. The Europeans are unwilling to risk their reputations and their
electoral bases, and have thus proved to be rather weak tools for influencing European
policies vis-a-vis Moscow.

Russian propaganda, the focus of the third part of Fedorov’s book, has often been
described as one of the most effective instruments of Russian policy in Europe. Its effec-
tiveness is based not only on its scope, i.e., its assault upon a broad audience with mes-
sages that are carefully tailored by its propaganda machine for each target group within
that audience, but also on its articulation by an impressive, complex array of actors. The
weaponization of information, through widespread dissemination of disinformation,
is the assigned task of Russian government bodies, Russian state-funded agencies and
foundations, its intelligence services, its economic actors, corrupt journalists abroad,
and academics, to name a few - the list is far from exhaustive. The targets of Russian
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disinformation are no less diverse than the perpetrators of its propaganda war. They
include business associations and corporations, particularly those interested in doing
business with and in Russia. Those businesses have suffered from their inability to
smoothly conduct their affairs as a result of international sanctions and thus have become
the main lobbyists for softening them. Russia’s targets also include elements of the West-
ern mass-media, the general public, and decision-makers.

Kremlin-sponsored mass-media, notably RT and Sputnik, plays a paramount role in
this strategy. The TV networks are key communication channels to the Russian audience
both at home and abroad, as well as to the non-Russian public. They benefit from colossal
budgets and have a worldwide reach. Meanwhile, the permanent information war in the
realm of social media has developed into what amounts to a profession for propaganda
trolls committed to performing their abhorrent work 24/7. Of equal, or even larger con-
cern are Russia’s so-called “friends” in Europe, particularly personalities who hold key
positions of power in European countries and who have been, and possibly still are, being
aided by the Kremlin in their business interests and their political endeavors. Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban and Czech President Milo§ Zeman are only two examples
examined by the author.

Fedorov’s work is a highly useful read for understanding an inherently complex sub-
ject. It also provides intriguing food for thought. As a handbook on “hybrid warfare a la
Russe,” this book largely fulfils its aim. It offers comprehensive insight into not only Rus-
sian strategic doctrine, but also the tactics that support what the Kremlin sees as a new
generation of warfare. As such, it can be regarded as one of the most clear, straightfor-
ward outlines of the Kremlin’s current international strategy, and it is helping to raise
awareness of the implications of Russia’s “hybrid adventurism” for the future. In por-
traying Russia’s experience in Crimea and Donbas as a testing ground for “new means
and methods of war,” the author not only highlights the opportunities that the turmoil
in Ukraine has presented to the Kremlin but also the threats that the West will be facing
in the future from an ever more aggressive actor, wielding improved hybrid instruments.
Particularly telling is the contrast between Russia’s adaptation of its goals and tactics to
the dynamic realities on the ground and the West’s inflexibility, as well as its failure to
properly assess those realities and come up with a firm response. Western behavior has
been influenced to a significant extent by a lack of consensus between individual mem-
bers of the European Union.

All in all, Fedorov’s book should be mandatory reading for any person who aims
to enhance his or her knowledge about hybrid warfare in general, and about Russia’s
understanding and implementation of it in particular. The reader will gain insight into
Russia’s current international behavior. One cannot fail to acknowledge and therefore
praise the writing of this book and the substantial research upon which it is based. Both
strengths ultimately certify its authenticity. Additionally, the book offers added value
and enlightens the ongoing debate and the efforts to devise a strategy for Europe, the
U.S., and NATO to handle the challenges that Putin’s Russia poses to the very founda-
tions of the rules-based international order. It straightforwardly lays those challenges

103



on the table. Last but not least, the book is useful for strategic forecasting, because it
not only assesses the trends and motivations in the Kremlin’s foreign and security pol-
icies, but also anticipates its future moves, a task at which the West has largely failed
in recent years.

Raluca-Andreea Manea
doi: 10.14712/23363231.2020.6
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Norbert Frei and Dominik Rigoll, eds., Der Antikommunismus in seiner Epoche.
Weltanschauung und Politik in Deutschland, Europa und den USA. Géttingen: Wallstein
Verlag, 2017. 267 pages. ISBN 978-3-8353-3007-8

In the last few years, we have observed a growth of historiographic research on anti-
communism that a few years ago was unthinkable. Arising from research into transnation-
al anticommunist networks, the collection of essays here reviewed documents the results
of a symposium held at the Jena Center 20th Century History and the Imre Kertész Kol-
leg, which took place in November 2014.! The fourteen papers, some written in German
and some in English, are structured into three parts. They examine the genesis, the impact
and the meaning of anticommunism as an ideological worldview in Germany, Europe
and the United States. In the preface to the collection, one of its editors, Norbert Frei,
says that the focus of the work is to explore how anticommunism became the common
political denominator of certain institutions, individuals and political parties. What made
anticommunism a popular lens with which to view so many political, social and cultural
issues in the twentieth century? What linked and what distinguished the anti-Bolshevism
that followed Russia’s 1917 revolution from Cold War anticommunism (p. 8)?

The opening paper by Anselm Doering-Manteuffel is separate from the three parts of
the book that follow it. The author discusses the stabilizing effect anticommunist mobi-
lization had on its adherents, which stemmed from their fear of economic and political
revolution. Doering-Manteuffel seeks to integrate the philosophy of anticommunism into
the history of ideas. He draws upon Ernst Nolte’s expertise and the so-called “westerni-
zation” of Western Europe in the middle of the twentieth century.? Nolte described the
phenomena that emerged during the industrial revolution in the nineteenth century.?
Social dislocation in that period caused feelings of anxiety among Western Europeans.
The threat to their material and ideological values awakened the hidden driving force
of anticommunism (p. 11). The author has developed a four-phase model of social and
economic breakdown in the anticommunist era, based on the development of anticom-
munism in Germany. Doering-Manteuffel distinguishes the following periods in the his-
tory of twentieth century anticommunism: the period of “changing enemy images” up
to the beginning of the 1930s; the anti-Bolshevist policy of extermination pursued by
the Nazi regime; Cold War-era anticommunism in Germany and the West; and finally,
anticommunism faced with the policy of détente with the Soviet Union. This exposition
of Doering-Manteuffel’s original theoretical approach could have been a successful con-
clusion to this collection of essays. Unfortunately, for various reasons, such collections of
essays often lack a concluding chapter.

I See the report on this conference in H-Soz-Kult, January 8, 2015, https://www.hsozkult.de
/conferencereport/id/tagungsberichte-5759.

2 See Anselm Doering-Manteuffel, “Amerikanisierung und Westernisierung,” version 1.0, in Docu-
pedia-Zeitgeschichte, January 18, 2011, doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.14765/zzf.dok.2.311.v1.

3 Ernst Nolte, Marxismus und industrielle Revolution (Stuttgart: Klett-Cotta, 1983).
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In the first part of the book, the authors analyze the creation of a pan-European anti-
communist movement and how it was used to create national identities in the new states
formed after World War I. Dominik Rigoll compares early forms of anticommunism that
appeared in Germany and France from a transnational genealogical perspective. He views
anticommunism as a timeless phenomenon that always emerges when capitalist exploita-
tion and governance are in peril (p. 32). His deconstructive approach shows how the 1917
Bolshevist revolution was retrospectively styled as the so-called nucleus of the Cold War.

In the next contribution, Robert Gerwarth points out how different narratives that
portrayed Bolshevism as the nemesis of European culture led to the association of revolu-
tionary communist ideas with Jewishness. Gerwarth argues convincingly that in Europe
after 1919, dissemination of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion* heated up those narratives,
even though the Protocols were an invention of the Czarist police (p. 61). He concludes
that the idea of being encircled by nihilistic forces led to varying types of anti-Bolshevism,
because between 1918 and 1945, in Central and Eastern Europe, the extent and longevity
of anticommunism depended on the given political context.

Likewise, Grzegorc Krzywiec places the rise of anti-Bolshevism, fueled by anti-Sem-
itism during the Polish-Soviet war of 1919, in the context of producing a Polish national
community. The author also reflects on the image of the Bolsheviks that shaped a cultural
code between 1917 and 1923, which still exists in some social circles today (pp. 72-73).

Attila POk shows this same continuity in his contribution describing the genesis
of anticommunism in Hungary. POk traces plebeian anticommunism in today’s Hunga-
ry back to a long tradition in Hungarian political thinking that began in the nineteenth
century (p. 75). After 1918, during the Republic of Councils, anticommunism was the
central element of political culture in Hungary (p. 90). The author concludes by raising
an interesting question: in the formulation of Hungarian post-communist identity, can
anticommunism play the role of the “Constituting Other”?

In the second part, the authors highlight anticommunism as a worldview serving
two globalisms: liberal internationalism and communism. Michael Wildt focuses on
the anti-Bolshevist anti-Semitism of the Nazi regime and retraces the core concept of
so-called Jewish Bolshevism that was the central ideology of the National Socialists after
1919. Wildt discusses the unknown origins of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion and their
propagandistic role as an anti-Semitic treatise (pp. 98-99). Furthermore, he argues that
we cannot understand the Holocaust without acknowledging the Jewish Bolshevist phan-
tasm, which was rooted in the end of World War I (p. 109).

In his essay that follows, Anson Rabinbach refers to Hanna Arendt’s philosophical
emphasis on structurelessness and terror as being the essence of totalitarianism (p. 112),
and her acknowledgment of the theory of communism as a secular religion (p. 117).°
Arendt warned that the reinvestment of political life with religious passion was

4 In these protocols, the Jewish Elders were supposed to have discussed their plans for destroying
the world order.
5 Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism (New York: Schocken Books, 1951).
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a dangerous strategy. The author relates to anticommunism as a phenomenon of the
modern age and its eschatological heritage unfolded in the idea of progress. Rabinbach
comes to the conclusion that Arendt recognized the danger of communism as a project
to transform human nature and render human beings superfluous (p. 122). Rabinbach,
a specialist in the European thought of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, stresses
the ominous nature of the anticommunist phenomenon and how dangerous this heritage
still is.

Siegfried Weichlein’s essay focuses on the transformation of Catholic anticommu-
nism in West Germany and the United States after World War II. The author delivers
a critical view of the antiliberal and fascist origins of Catholic anticommunism. After the
Holocaust, anticommunism was confronted in West Germany with the obligation to open
up to democratic values and human rights in light of the so-called Cold War liberalism
(p. 127).

In the final paper of the second part, the authors Iris Schroder and Christian Meth-
fessel discuss the commonalities of anticommunism and internationalism, and the mobi-
lization of both by international organizations. In a convincing way, the authors locate
both the League of Nations and the United Nations in traditional ideas of liberal interna-
tionalism of the nineteenth century. Surprisingly, the authors conclude that it was not the
exclusion of the Soviet Union, but precisely its inclusion in the international agenda and
cooperation (such as 1975 in Helsinki) that fostered its destabilization (p. 154).

In the third part of the book, entitled “Anticommunism in Power,” the researchers
examine concrete anticommunist practices of Italian and Spanish fascism, the Adenauer
era in West Germany and the McCarthy and Reagan years in the United States. Amedeo
Osti Guerazzi argues that, similar to National Socialism, fears that Christian European
civilization was being subverted turned into hysteria that proved to be constitutive of anti-
communism under Italian fascism. This fear was expressed in the effective anticommunist
restructuring of the Italian police. Guerazzi underlines that the Protocols of the Elders of
Zion founded the myth that the triumph of evil communism would result in bloody chaos
as Asiatic subhumans rape and kill the ruling class (p. 160).

Stefanie Schiiler-Springorum’s thesis is that in Spain, it was precisely anticommu-
nism that campaigned for communism, even if the communist victory in 1977 did not
last for long. Schiiler-Springorum describes anticommunism during the Spanish Civil
War and the 40 years of dictatorship that followed as the most violent movement in the
country’s history, which created the most victims. Thus, the author considers Spanish
anticommunism as the most persistent of all ideologies, the heritage of which still bur-
dens Spanish democracy today (pp. 175 and 185).

Axel Schildt attempts to trace the continuities in anticommunism from Hitler to Ade-
nauer. He examines the transference of the now forbidden anti-Semitic components of
Cold War constellations and the Christian framework.

In the last two papers, the researchers focus on anticommunism in the United States.
Jorg Nagler traces its development from the first Red Scare to the McCarthy era. He
finds that the cooperation of civic actors, state officials and elites is constitutive of U.S.
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anticommunism. The collective delusions of certain political groups were thereby delib-
erately intensified. This was done in order to legitimize stronger control of society. Ever
since then, the long-term impact of McCarthyism as a culture of control has shaped U.S.
domestic and foreign policy (p. 212).

Thomas A. Schwartz illustrates the continuation of these policies of control into the
Reagan presidency. Schwartz refers ironically in his title to one of the most popular Amer-
ican films, Back to the Future. One scene of the movie suggests a connection between
1950s America, when Ronald Reagan was just an actor, and the America of 1980s, in
which Reagan was the President (p. 218). According to Schwartz, this scene demonstrates
that anticommunism in the Reagan era was merely a hollow shell of what it had been in
the 1950s (p. 219). However, somewhat indelicately, the author closes with a quotation
from Karl Marx, who argued that great world-historical facts appear twice: the first time
as tragedy and the second time as farce (p. 233).

Most of the contributions to this book identify the common source of anticommunist
policy in opposition to internationalism, liberalism and socialism. The instrumentaliz-
ing of anxiety led to a plethora of oppressive measures that encoded anti-Bolshevist and
later, anticommunist images of hate in the political and religious culture of the Europe-
an nations as well that of the United States. In addition, the authors illustrate the partly
hallucinatory excesses (p. 176) and exclusion strategies that were turned against parts
of countries’ own populations, like the bloody anticommunist terror of the Nazi regime
(p. 188) and the sacrifice of civil rights in order to combat communism during both of the
Red Scare eras in the USA (pp. 116, 216 and 226).

In the field of research on anticommunism, this collection is an insightful and highly
recommended contribution that reveals the twentieth century to be an age of extremes,
which stimulates contemplation of the presence of the anticommunist past.

Jana Stoklasa
doi: 10.14712/23363231.2020.7
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